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REPORT. 

The war of the Crimea is over. Let us thank God for the termination, so 
much sooner than our fears, of this terrible tragedy, and earnestly hope that 
the nations will learn from its bitter experience the folly, as well as the 
wickedness, of attempting to settle their disputes by the sword. Its whole 
history has been an unbroken confirmation of the chief facts and arguments 
so long urged by the friends of peace against the custom we are seeking to 
abolish,* 

Review of the War. — There are many impressive lessons from this 
war, that ought to be engraven deeply on the general mind of Christendom ; 
and we hope measures will in due time be taken to embody them in the form 
of a thoi ough, effective review, as we did with our own war against Mexico. 
The bitter experience of the Crimea might be turned to still more account ; 
and we are glad that our thoughtful and generous friend in the Sandwich 
Islands, Titus Coax, has already sent us, on behalf of his church at Hilo, a 
hundred dollars, with the promise of more, if necessary, towards offering a 
premium for sucli a review. It is clearly not ours to take the lead in such a 
measure ; but we would commend it to the early and earnest attention of 
our co-workers in England, t 

Hopeful indications for the cause of peace from the late 
war. — The last two years have been a period of severe trial to our cause ; but 
through it all we can see decisive indications of progress. Had public opin- 
ion been what it was at the downfall of Napoleon in 1815, this war would 
have begun full a year sooner than it did ; and, but for the prevalence of 
better habits on the subject, it would, in all probability, have continued ten 
or fifteen years, instead of ending in two. How much the associate friends 
of Peace have contributed to this result, it is of course impossible to say with 
certainty; but it requires only a small degree cf intelligence to see, or of 
candor to admit, that they have, in various ways, done much to insure and 
hasten the consummation in which all are now rejoicing. 

We see, also, some special omens of hope in the manner of closing this 
war. There has been in the process .little of menace, exultation or humili- 
ation, of the pride of triumph, or the mortification of defeat, to rankle in the 
parties, and thus hatch a scorpion's nest of future wars to avenge tiie one 
now brought to an end. Such too generally has been the result of past 
wars ;- and hence has the peace of Europe been heretofore little else than a 
sort of armed truce, its nations reposing continually with their armor on, 
and ready at any moment to rush anew into the work of mutual slaughter. 
The parties seem in this case to have shown more wisdom ; and hence we 
may well hope for a peace more satisfactory to all, and consequently more 
lasting. 

* See Supplement to this Report, page 90. 

t Since our anniversary we have received a pledge of several hundred dollars 
towards such a Review. 
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The whole course of this war, moreover, betrays, on the part of even des- 
potic rulers, an unusual degree of deference to public opinion. The proof of 
this has marked its progress from first to last. It began, and has closed, 
with this deference to public opinion as the real law-giver of the civilized 
world, the grand tribunal before which rulers themselves must ultimately 
bow. It is a virtual enthronement of his invisible, yet mighty and ubiquitous 
power high over all dynasties, and an emphatic demand that rulers shall act 
for the good of the people. The principle is not expressly enunciated in 
this iorm ; but such is clearly its import and design. It will take a long 
time to reach fully this result ; but the influences of this war are obvious'}* 
drifting towards it. 

Mark, also, some of the meliorations promoted by this war in the genera' 
custom. England and Fiance proclaimed at the outset their joint purpose 
not to allow during its progress the immemorial practice of privateering ; 
and at its close all the great powers of Christendom have united, apparently 
with the utmost cordiality, in putting an end forever to this part of their 
war-system. Such a. result must be owing mainly to the facts and views 
so Ion" diffused by the friends of peace ; and, if nothing more had ever come 
from our efforts in forty years, this alone would be worth, a thousand times 
over, all they have cost. This, however, is only a part of the improvements 
of the custom endorsed by the parties to the recent treaty ; for they propose 
that henceforth there shall be no blockade without a fleet sufficient for its 
actual enforcement, that the commerce of neutrals shall be unmolested in 
war as in peace, that the flag shall protect whatever it cover?, that free 
ships shall everywhere make free goods, and nothing be put under ban ex- 
cept articles strictly contraband of war. These and some other points in 
the treaty, s^ch especially as the opening of the Black Sea and the Dan- 
ube to the commerce of the world, are very comprehensive and very import- 
ant improvements in the general interest of humanity.* 

* IMROVEMENTS IN MARTIIME LAW BY THE PA3US CONGRESS. 

Declaration respecting Maritime Law, signed by the Plenipotentiaries of 
Great Britain, Austria, France, Prussia, Russia, Sardinia, and Turkey, 
assembled in Congress at Paris, April 10, 1856. 

The plenipotentiaries who signed the treaty of Paris of the 30lh of March, 1856, 
assembled id conference, considering— 

That maritime law in time of war has long been the subject of deplorable dis- 

That the uncertainty of the law, and of the duties in such a matter, gives rise to 
differences of opinion between neutrals and belligerents, which may occasion serious 
difficulties, and even conflicts; 

That it is consequently advantageous to establish a uniform doctrine on so im- 
portant a point; , . . 

That the plenipotentiaries assembled in congress at fans cannot better respond 
to the intentions by which their governments are animated, than by seeking to in- 
troduce into international relations fixed principles in this respect. 

The above mentioned plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized, resolved to concert 
among themselves as to the means of attaining tins object, and, having come to an 
agreement, have adopted the following solemn declarations : — 

1. Privateering is and remains abolished. 

2. The neutral flag covers enemy's goods, with the exception of contraband of 
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But we rejoice, most of all, to find the principle of Arbitration so distinct- 
ly avowed by the Congress at the special urgency of Great Britain. Lord 
Clarendon, referring to the provision made in the treaty for mediation in the 
case of certain possible difficulties, proceeded to speak of this as " a happy 
innovation that might receive a more general application, and thus become 
a barrier against conflicts which frequently break forth only because it is 
not always possible to enter into an explanation, and to come to an under- 
standing ; and he, therefore, proposed to agree upon a resolution calculated 
to afford to the maintenance of peace that chance of duration hereafter." 
Count Walewski, on behalf of France, concurred in this proposition, " as 
being fully in accordance with the tendencies of our epoch;'" and, after a full 
interchange of views on the subject, " the Plenipotentiaries do not hesiiale to 
express, in the name ft their governments, the wish that States, between 
which any serious misunderstanding may arise, should have recourse, as far 
as circumstances may allow, to the good offices of a friendly power," and 
the hope that the Governments not represented at the Congress, will unite 
in the sentiment which has inspired the wish recorded in the present Proto- 
col.* 

3. Neutral goods, with the exception of contraband of war, are not liable to cap 
ture under enemy's flag. 

i. Blockades, in order to be binding, must be effective, that is to say, maintain- 
ed by a force sufficient really to prevent access to the coast of the enemy. 

The governments of the undersigned plenipotentiaries engage to bring the pre- 
sent de iaration to the knowledge of the states which have not taken part in the 
congress of Paris, and to invite them to accede to it. 

Convinced that the maxims which they now pro< laim cannot but be received with 
gratitude by the whole world, the undersigned plenipotentiaries doubt not that the 
efforts of their governments to obtain the geneial adoption thereof will be crowned 
with full success. 

The present declaration is not and shall not be binding, except between those 
powers who have acceeded, or shall accede to it. 

* THE ARBITRATION PRINCIPLE CONCEDED. 

We give in full the official report of the action taken by the Congress on this 
topic . — 

** The Earl of Clarendon, having demanded permission to lay before the Congress 
a proposition which, it appeared to him, ought to be favourably received, states that 
the calamities of war are still too present to. every mind not to make it desirable to 
seek out every expedient calculated to prevent their return ; that a stipulation had 
been inserted in Article 7 of the Treaty of Peace, recommending that, in case of 
difference between th -• Porte, and one or m re of the other signing Powers, recourse 
should be had to the mediation of a friendly Slate before resorting to force. The 
first plenipotentiary of Great Britain, conscious that this happy innovation might 
receive a more gneral application, and thus become a barrier against conflicts which 
frequently only break forth because it is not always possible to enter into explana- 
tion, ami to come to an understanding. He proposes, therefore, to agree upon a 
resolution calculated to aff-rd to the maintenance of Peace that chance ot duration 
hereafter, without, prejudice, however, to the independence of Governments. 

Count Walewski declares himself authorized to support the idea expressed by the 
first plenipotentiary of Great Britain ; he gives the assurance that the plenipoten- 
tiaries of Prance are wholly disposed to concur in the insertion in the Protocol of a 
wish which, being fully in accordance with the tendencies of our epoch, would not in 
any way fetter the free action of Governments. 

Count Kuol would not hesitate to cpneur in the opinion of the Plenipotentiaries of 
Great Britain and of France, if the resolution of the Congress is to have the form 
indicated by Count Walewski; but he could not take, in the name of his Court, an. 
absolute engaeement calculated to limit the independence of the Austrian Cabinet. 

The fiarl of Clarendon replies, that each power is, and will be, the sole judge of 
the requirements of its honor and of its interests ; that it is by no means his in- 
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Here is an advance, greater than had been made for ages before, towards 
actually superseding the sword in the intercourse of nations, and providing 
in part a rational, peaceful process tor the adjustment of their difficulties. 
It is a result far beyond our expectations, and may, if duly carried out, do 
much to prevent future wars, and in time to do away the custom it>elf. For 
a result so auspicious to our cause the friends of peace through the world 
are under very great obligations to our co-workers in England. 

tention to restrict the authority of the Governments, but only to afford them the 
opportunity of not having recourse to amis whenever differences may be adjusted 
by other means. 

Baron Manteuffel gives the assurance that the King, his august master, complete- 
ly shares the ideas set forth by the Earl of Clarendon ; that he, therefore, con- 
siders himself authorized to adhere to them, and to give them the utmost develop- 
ment which they admit of. 

Count Orioff, while admitting the wisdom of the proposal made to the Congress, 
considers that he must refer to his Court respecting it, before he expresses the 
opinion of the Plenipotentiaries of Russia. 

Count Cavour, before he gives his opinion, wishes to know whether, in the inten- 
tion of the author of the proposition, the wish to he expressed by the Congress 
would extend to military intervention directed against de facto Governments ; and 
quotes, as an instance, the intervention of Austria in the kingdom of Naples in 
1821. 

Lord Clarendon replies, that the wish of the Congress should allow of the most 
general application ; he observes, that if the good offices of another Power had in- 
duced the Goverment of Greece to respect the laws of neutrality, France and Eng- 
land would very probably have abstained from occupying the Pirseus with their 
troops. He refers to the efforts made by the Cabinet of Great Briiain in 1823, in 
order to prevent the armed intervention which took plate at that time in Spain. 

Count Walewski adds, that there is no question of stipulating for a right oi of 
taking an engagement ; that the wish expressed by the Congress cinnot in any 
case oppose limits to the liberty of judgment of which no Power can divest itself in 
questions affecting its dignity ; that there is therefore no inconvenience in attach- 
ing a general character to the idea entertained by the Earl of Clarendon, and in 
giving to it the most extended application. 

Count Buol says that Count Cavour, in speaking in another s tting of the occu- 
pation of the Legations by Austrian troops, forgot that other foreign troops have 
been invited into the Roman States--. To-day, while speaking of the occupation by 
Austria of the kingdom of Naples in 1821, he forgets that that occupat on was the 
result of an understanding between the Five Great Powers, assembled at the Con- 
gress "f Laybach. In both cases, he attributes to Austria the merit of an initiative 
and of a spontaneous action, which the Austrian Plenipotentiaries are far Ironi 
. claiming for his. The intervention adverted to by the Plenipotentiary of Sardinia 
took place, he adds, in consequence of the Congress of Laybach ; it therefore comes 
within the scope of the ideas expressed by Lord Clarendon. Similar cases might 
perhaps recur, and Count Buol does not allow that an intervention earr ed into ef- 
fect in consequence of an agreement come to between the Five Great Powers, can 
become the object of remonstrances of a State of the second order. 

Count Buol approves the preposition in the shape that Lord Clarendon has pre- 
sented it, as having a humane object ; I ut he could not assent to ii, if it were wish- 
ed to give it too great an extension, or to deduce from it consequences favorable to 
de facto Governments, and to doctrines which he cannot admit. 

He desires, besides, that the Conference, at the moment of terminating its la- 
bors, should not find itself compelled to discuss irritating questions, calculated 10 
disturb the perfect harmony which has not ceased to prevail among the Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

Count Cavour declares that he is fully satisfied with the explanations which he 
has elicited, and he accedes to the proposition submitted to the Congress. 

Whereupon, the Plenipotentiaries do not hesitate to express, in the name of 
their Governments, the wish that States between which any serious misunderstand- 
ing may arise, should, before appealing: to arms, have recourse, as tar as circum- 
stanc es might allow, to the good cffbes of a friendly Power. 

The Plenipotentiaries hope that the Governments not represented at the Con- 
gress, will unite in the sentiment which has inspired the wish recorded in the present 
Protocol." 
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Need op more efforts in the cause. — From past success we may 
well gather courage and hope for the future ; but our friends ought to bear 
in mind that there is urgent, indispensable need of far more effort than has 
yet been put forth. Not a tithe, nor even a hundreth part, of what is requis- 
ite for its full success, has yet been made or attempted. A few thousand 
dollars a year, and a few scores of laborers for all Christendom ! — what 
could any sane man expect from such a pittance of means ? Here is one 
of the most inveterate customs in the world, the growth of more than five 
thousand years, its roots far down in the deepest depravities of our nature, 
all the power and prestige of every government on earth in its favor, with 
a thousand millions of dollars spent annually by Christendom itself for its 
support even in a time of peace — can we suppose that a mere handful of 
peace men, by means. M a few thousand 'dollars a year, could by any pos- 
sibility uproot or overmaster such a custom in half a century ? The idea is 
preposterous ; and yet the mass of men, even reflecting Christian men, seem 
to demand all this in proof of the success or feasibility of the peace move- 
ment! No; there must be incomparably more done before we can have a 
right to hope for any considerable degree of success. Do away the master- 
evil of our world by means so inadequate ! We might almost as well at- 
tempt to dip the ocean dry with a tea-cup. 

It is time for the friends of Peace, for all the followers of the Prince of 
Peace, to discard a mistake so strange, and gird themselves in earnest for 
their long neglected duty on this subject. God's promise of peace must be 
fulfilled, but never can be without proper and sufficient means. These means 
Christians are just as truly bound to use, as they are to spread or embrace 
the gospel itself; and in God's name would we adjure them to use these 
means aright, and thus throw this mammoth incubus from the world's bosom 
forever. They can, if they will. Let them spend in this great reform, not 
a few thousand, or a few hundred thousand dollars, but even millions a year 
something proportionate to the exigencies of the case ; and not another gen- 
eration would pass iway without seeing a perpetual end put to war. 

SKETCH OP THE SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS DURING THE YEAR. 

Ouu Finances. — The receipts have been $4,746.47, and its expenditures 
(including $1,000, reserved to insure an annual payment on that sum given 
the Society on that condition,) $4,629.34; leaving in its treasury $117.13, 
besides the above-named $1,000; — a result much better than our fears, 
especially in view of some peculiar circumstances of discouragement during 
the past year. For nearly ten years we have uniformly kept the balance on 
the right side of our ledger, not deeming any other course either proper or 
safe in such an enterprise; and hence our friends can never expect any 
more attempted in this cause than they shall, from time to time, furnish the 
means of doing. 

Our Agencies — have been increased beyond any previous year. Beside 
the services at our office, we have bad under commission five Lecturing 
Agents, whose fields of labor have extended from Western New York 
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through most of the States north of the Ohio river, and to some extent across 
the Mississippi. One of them was arrested hy ill health ; but the four others 
have been, from the outset of their labors, constantly engaged in our service. 
They have cultivated new and difficult fields ; but they have been in the main 
received with favor, and have met an encouraging degree of success. They have 
lectured regvdarly on the subject, have distributed our publications quite freely 
among the people, have brought the question occasionally before ecclesiastical 
bodies, put our periodical in circulation, and obtained contributions, more or 
less, for our treasury. Such agencies, however, must be expected, at the out- 
set, to be a constant drain upon our funds ; and we must rely upon the friends 
of peace in our older States to furnish the means of continuing and extending 
these indispensable operations. We have some excellent men in the field ; 
and we wish we could employ ten times as many.* 

Our Agents have all reported special obstructions to our cause from the 
pending controversy between Freedom and Slavery in Kansas. Occasional 
difficulties from such side-issues, we should expect as a matter of course ; but 
the public, as well as our own co-workers, should learn to look upon questions 
of this sort as not lying fairly within the range of our legitimate field. It 
should ever be borne in mind, that our distinct and sole mission is to do away 
the custom of war, or the practice of nations settling their disputes by the 
sword ; a practice which we hope to see superseded by substitutes akin to 
such expedients of law and courts as every civilized society has provided, not 
only for individuals, but for all minor communities. It is no part of our 
work to say precisely how disputes between individuals, or local parties under 
a government, shall be adjusted ; and we only say that the general habits of 
thought and feeling which we cultivate, can hardly fail, in any case or event, 
to exert a salutary influence on all concerned. The friends of peace think 
themselves advocates of freedom and right ; but by what specific means these 
shall be secured in a contest like the one now pending, it is not the province 
of this movement to prescribe, any more than it is of the temperance or any 
other cause. 

Our Publications — have been very much on the usual scale, but with a 
steady slight increase. We have stereotyped four new tracts, and published 
fresh issues of many old ones. Our Periodical has been steadily increasing its 
circulation ; and, after the tailure of our Secretary's health some months ago> 
J. P. Blanch ard, Esq., kindly volunteered its editorship; a service per- 
formed with much acceptance and credit. 

The Educational Process in the cause of Peace. — Our aim has ever 
been to set and keep at work the influences most likely to educate the mass 
of every community into the habits and principles of Christian peace. We 
must secure a new, a Christian education of the general mind on the subject. 
Nothing short of this can ever accomplish our object ; and for this we must 
put in full, steady requisition chiefly the agencies that cast or control public 
opinion on every subject of this sort. We must subsidize everywhere our 

* See extracts from Reports of Agents. 
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schools and our presses, as the great nurseries of character, and main-springs 
of influence on the public mind. We must reach, above all, those higher 
seminaries of learning in which are trained the chief law-givers of public 
opinion, the men that mould or control society, and thus dictate in time the 
policy of government — our legislators and teachers, our editors, authors and 
professional men. These leading minds we would fain win permanently to 
peace by bringing them under right influences during the course of their 
education : and, as one means of reaching such a result, we have formed the 
plan of establishing, in all our colleges and professional seminaries, permanent 
premiums for the best essays on some topic connected with the general subject 
of Peace. It would perhaps require two or three thousand dollars a year! 
but we cannot well conceive a wiser or more effective use of funds for the 
ultimate promotion of this cause. The plan had reached some good degree of 
maturity, when the health of our Secretary compelled its suspension for a 
time ; but we trust it may ere long be renewed with fair prospects of suc- 
cess. It is a method of usefulness in this cause that we would commend 
especially to its wealthy, far-seeing friends, and one likely to link their memory 
in grateful connection with its ultimate triumph through all future ages. 

Akin to this movement was a special effort to enlist our leading presses in 
habitual advocacy of our cause. There are supposed to be nearly 3000 peri- 
odicals, of one kind or another, in our land ; and we wish, as soon and as far as 
possible, to make them all heralds and handmaids of peace. It will, of course, 
be a long and difficult task ; but the process has' been partially begun, and 
must be continued until they shall become most effective co-workers. 

We are happy, in this connection, to report the issue by the American 
Tract Society of the work for which our late friend, the Rev. Dr. Merrill, 
offered a premium of $300, and pledged the sum necessary to perpetuate it 
as one of the volumes of the Society's Evangelical Family Library. The 
funds requisite for both these purposes, have been paid ; and we congratulate 
the friends of peace on the prospect that the wide and powerful agencies of 
such a Society are to be permanently enlisted in this cause as a part of its 
appropriate work. The volume breathes an excellent spirit, is written with 
much ability, and is likely to contribute not a little for the general and per- 
manent promotion of our cause. "We may well rejoice in such a practical 
endorsement of this enterprise by a Society representing the great mass of 
Christians through our land. 

Progress and Prospects of our Cause abroad. — We think the leaven 
of our principles has been silently spreading in Europe even amid the malign 
influences of the recent war ; and at its close we may well hope to see them 
receive a new and far more decisive impulse. Our co-workers in England 
especially, are worthy of all praise for their fearless, unfaltering adherence to 
their purpose and their principles through an array of opposition that we can 
hardly conceive ; and we trust they will soon receive, not only the respect so 
largely due to their consistency, courage and zeal, but the more solid satisfac- 
tion of seeing the cause they love moving onward to higher triumphs than it 
has ever yet won. 
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Never, indeed, were the prospects of our cause more encouraging, on the 
whole, than now; and all we need to insure for it a steadily increasing success 
under God, is the fidelity of its friends in using the means He has appointed 
for such a result. " Let them use these means aright ; let them keep the ques- 
tion before the mass of the people ; let them enlist everywhere the pulpit 
and the press, the school-room and the fireside ; let them set the myriads so 
long cursed with the mighty evils of this custom, to thinking, and reading, 
and talking on the subject; let them pour all over Christendom a ceaseless 
flood of facts, arguments and appeals to illustrate and enforce the claims of 
this cause ; and we cannot for a moment doubt its steady progress in due 
time to a sure and glorious triumph. 

What we have to do for this cause, however, must be done quickly. At 
our last anniversary we mourned the loss of our venerable friend Dr. Merrill, 
in whose place, as one of our Vice-Presidents, we elected a man of sweet 
Christian spirit, a very embodiment of the spirit of peace, like " the beloved 
disciple," Joseph P. Fairbanks, of St. Johnsbury, Vt. ; but we soon learned 
that, at the very time of his appointment to the office, his Master had just 
called him to the peace-maker's reward on high. During the winter cne of 
our most estimable coadjutors, the Secretary of the R. I. Peace Society, John 
H. Hamlin, of Providence, was suddenly taken away in the midst of a very 
useful life. Later still, Jasper Cope, of Philadelphia, for many years a stead- 
fast and liberal supporter of our cause, and from whose estate it has received 
since his death a legacy of $250, went in his eighty-fourth year, calmly to his 
rest while at worship in the house of God. And finally a most excellent and 
venerable friend of our cause, ripe alike in years and in Christian worth, one 
in the line of descent from the famous wairior-patriot of revolutionary mem- 
ory, David Putnam, of Marietta, Ohio, died at the great age of eighty-eight. 
Some others, m'ore immediately engaged in our service, have received very 
distinct warning, that. " the night cometh when no man can work" any more 
in this or any other cause of God and man. 



LESSONS FROM THE RECENT WAR. 

SUPPLEMENT TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

Men seldom learn wisdom except from the recoil of their own follies; and 
it is well if they can be effectually taught even by these. The war just closed 
is well fitted to impress such lessons of warning as ought henceforth to dis- 
suade the nations from their immemorial, suicidal practice of appealing to 
arms for the settlement of their disputes. Now, if ever, is the time to collect 
and enforce these lessons; and we hope the most effectual means possible will 
be taken to make the conflict in the Crimea the last great war of Christendom. 

Just glance at a few of its bitter lessons. How useless does it prove 
the whole practice of War ! Some good must, of course, come from it, for 
no evil is entirely unmixed ; but we challenge any advocate of the custom to 



